
OPEN & NON PRO DERBY
	○ Open to horses 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 years of age
	○ Horses are to be shown 1-handed in a bridle, or 2-handed in a 
snaffle bit or hackamore

	○ 7 and 8 year old horses must choose on whether they want to 
compete in the Open Derby or Open Maturity AND whether 
they want to compete in the NP Derby or NP Maturity. They 
are not allowed to compete in both Open Aged Events or both 
Non Pro Aged Events.

4 YEAR OLD OPEN & NON PRO DERBY
	○ Open only to horses 4 years of age
	○ Horses are to be shown 1-handed in a bridle, or 2-handed in a 
snaffle bit or hackamore

NOVICE HORSE OPEN & NON PRO DERBY
	○ Open to horses 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 years of age
	○ Open to horses who have <$2,500 NRHA LTE (on 1/1/2026)
	○ Horses are to be shown 1-handed in a bridle, or 2-handed in a 
snaffle bit or hackamore

AMATEUR DERBY DIVISION
	○ The following riders are excluded:

	ɜ Youth (as defined by the youth membership requirements 
in the NRHA Handbook).

	ɜ Legal dependents of professional equine trainers (defined 
as being officially claimed as a dependent on a tax return).

	ɜ Spouses or legal partners/mates of professional equine 
trainers (partner/mate status is when civil status is legally 
and lawfully registered in the country/state of residence; all 
relationships must be current and lawful)

	ɜ Anyone who has exceeded NRHA lifetime earnings of $100,000 
in Categories 2, 6, 8, and 11 as of the end of the previous year 
or is not currently eligible for Non Pro Level 1 or Level 2. 

	ɜ NOTE: A “professional equine trainer” is defined as someone 
who handles the mounted preparation of a horse with the 
intent to improve the horse’s performance in any equine 
discipline (as defined in the NRHA Handbook)

	ɜ NOTE: NRHA judges and breeders are eligible to compete 
in the amateur division if they meet the required criteria 
listed above.

	○ To compete in the amateur division, the same horse/rider must 
be cross entered into at least one level of the concurrent Non 
Pro Derby classes (a Level 4, 3, 2, or 1 class).

	○ Open to horses 4, 5, 6, 7 or 8 years of age
	○ Horses are to be shown 1-handed in a bridle, or 2-handed in a 
snaffle bit or hackamore.

RED SHIRT OPEN & NON PRO FUTURITY
	○ Open only to horses 4 years of age that did not show in any 3 
year old futurities.

	○ Horses are to be shown 1-handed in a bridle, or 2-handed in a 
snaffle bit or hackamore

OPEN & NON PRO MATURITY (7 & UP)
	○ Open to horses 7 years or older.
	○ 7 and 8 year old horses  must choose on whether they want to 

compete in the Open Derby or Open Maturity AND whether 
they want to compete in the NP Derby or NP Maturity.  They 
are not allowed to compete in both Open Aged Events or both 
Non Pro Aged Events. However, the horse could show in the 
Non Pro Maturity and Open Derby, or vice versa.

	○ Horses are to be shown 1-handed in a bridle.

DERBY/MATURBY OPEN ENTRIES & DRAWS
	○ All entries must enter up one level (e.g. Level 1 entries must also 
enter a Level 2, 3 or a 4 class, Level 2 entries must also enter a 
Level 3 or a 4 class, Level 3 entries must also enter one of the 
Level 4 classes offered).  The 4 Year Old, Novice Horse Derby, 
Red Shirt Futurity, Prime Time, Youth and Masters classes are 
all considered a Level 4 class and constituted leveling up if you 
want to cross enter into a Level 1, 2, or 3 class.

	○ A Draw Party will be held for the TKO Novice Horse Non Pro, 
TKO Novice Horse Open, TKO Non Pro/Intermediate Non Pro/
Non Pro Derby Classes, and TKO Open/Intermediate Open/ 
Open Derby Classes at 5:00 PM on the night before the classes 
will run (Sunday May 3rd for TKO NHNP, Monday May 4th for 
TKO NHO, Thursday for NP Derby/NP and INP TKO, and Friday 
for Open Derby/Open and Int Open TKO). The Open and Non Pro 
Maturity (7 & Up) draws will be done in conjunction with the 
ancillary classes they are being concurrently run with (computer 
drawn the night before). Additional entries will continue to be 
accepted until 1 hour before the start of the classes; however, 
once drawn, late additions will be the first to show.

	○ NOTE: THE Friday and Saturday DERBY CLASSES WILL RUN 
IN 2 SECTIONS.  The second section will be for those horses that 
are entered in the Level 3 or Level 4 Derby. The first section will 
be comprised of horses entered in the Level 1, 2, Amateur, Novice 
Horse Derby, 4YO, Youth, Prime Time, Masters, and Red Shirt 
Futurity classes only. Horses cross entering the Level 3 and/or 
Level 4 Derby will go in the second section. Horses entered in 
the TKO Open and/or Intermediate Open class will run with the 
second section of the Open Derby. Likewise, horses entered in 
the TKO Non Pro and/or Intermediate Non Pro will run with the 
second section of the Non Pro Derby. Details will be discussed 
at the draw party. 

TKO OPEN, NON PRO, AND NOVICE HORSE ANCILLARY CLASSES
	○ Open to horses of all ages.
	○ Horses are to be shown 1-handed in a bridle. These are Category 

1 classes (even though some may run concurrently with the 
Open or Non Pro Derby). Horses cross entered in the Open or 
Non Pro Derby/Futurity classes will have to be ridden 1-handed 
to meet requirements for the TKO classes.

AGED EVENT 
SPECIAL SHOW CONDITIONS


